While in Colombia, Myers plans to teach a course in Conservation Biology, as well as collaborating with ASE faculty to teach special topics in Ecology and Biology courses. He will also participate in research on the impacts of development projects on Colombian biodiversity and deliver public lectures on his research interests.
As a conservation biologist, I conduct research to gain understanding of biological systems, which can then be applied to prevent biodiversity loss and maintain ecological complexity.
As an educator, I strive to help students understand humans' place in nature, to promote the development of an ecological worldview, to raise awareness of the global biodiversity crisis, and to highlight the need for their generation to aggressively promote biodiversity conservation. Nowhere is there a greater need for ecological literacy and cautious environmental assessment than in Colombia, a country widely recognized as a global biodiversity hotspot with high rates of endemism and containing an estimated 10% of the world's species.
Myers has taught courses in Ecology, Conservation Biology, Evolution and the Nature of Science, Wildlife Ecology and Management, and Organismal Diversity. He is looking forward to applying his experiences at UNI on his Fulbright.
Coming to Colombia from Iowa, where the conversion of Midwestern native tallgrass prairie ecosystem to row crop agriculture over the past 150 years has been described as one of the most rapid and complete ecological transformations in human history, I believe I can offer Colombian students a unique perspective on the need to conserve biodiversity and ecosystem integrity and on the negative consequences and repercussions of failing to do so.
Myers' teaching philosophy centers around creating an atmosphere of mutual respect that allows him to establish individual relationships with students. He plans for his students to conduct research on Colombian biodiversity, ecosystems and conservation efforts. and cultural expectations about parenthood, work-family life balance issues, the economic costs of parenthood and who bears these costs, how gender, sexuality, race and class shape the experience of parenthood, and, as the title suggests, she illuminates some of the reasons that a growing number of Americans choose not to have children.
The keynote address will take place on Monday, March 11 at 6:00 pm in Lang Hall Auditorium. After leaving UNI, Degner taught mathematics in public schools for seven years. She has continued her education and was published in a mathematics textbook. The willingness of the mathematics department as a whole to be so helpful and stay connected, even ten years after my graduation has really set a great example for me and the kind of teacher I want to be for my students.
Great Hall, GBPAC
In Kate's free time, she enjoys cooking and reading. Recently, she has picked up the hobby of running, but she likes races better than training. She also has been a high school cheerleading coach for ten years. When teaching, she enjoys working with the students one on one. She has three children (Jack, six; Liz, five; Alice one). 
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My own best educational experiences often occurred outside of the classroom, and I feel strongly that one of my most important roles as an educator is to be a mentor to my students.
As a result of his work in Colombia, Myers hopes to increase awareness of the elevated rates of biodiversity loss, establish relationships that could lead to on-going collaborations between UNI and ASE, and to promote an international perspective among his future students. 
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junior now and still feels the same way. She was surprised but pleased that the university values the arts as much as it values any of the other programs on campus.
Even in the midst of fine arts programs being cut from schools, this university has showed its support for such programs.
Jessica is the president of the theatre honor society, Alpha
Psi Omega.
Being involved with the organization has helped me to shape programs, which directly affect me, and it's been great being able to give back to the community. Jessica has had many positive experiences at UNI and would encourage all prospective student to jump right in, it's the best way to meet people. She loves having the chance to perform, both on the main stage and through the student organizations.
One challenging thing for her was not being able to see her family. This is why her friends are important at UNI, it is her home away from home. In the midst of all of this, she still Jourdan, who has an interest in chess, has been fascinated at how learning and playing chess has helped improve the academic performance of at-risk high school students.
He discussed these ideas with Cliff Chancey, head of the Department of Physics, and their discussions sparked the Jourdan Mentors Scholars Fund. This new scholarship fund will adapt the peer-mentorship experience found in learning and playing chess to the learning experiences of first and second year students majoring in physics. Jourdan's fund will support physics students who would benefit academically from close work with a junior/senior peer mentor. The uniqueness of this fund is that it will support both the new student as well as his or her student mentor.
"A challenge in physics is that our students sometimes lose their way, academically, because of poor study habits or because they are unaware of the support services available to them at UNI. Physics is a challenging field of study, and even though graduates are very well paid, getting to graduation can seem like a steep hill for some of our new majors. The Jourdan Mentors Scholars Fund will provide a student guide up the slope. This will be a significant help in retaining talented students in the BS and BA programs," said Chancey.
RICHARD JOURDAN SCHOLARSHIP
First year students will receive $3,000 per year, which can be renewed for a second year. The mentors will receive $2,000 per year.
"Nothing works as well as peer to peer mentoring. Our hope is that some of the Jourdan scholarship students will themselves become mentors and thus complete the loop by using their experience to help other students," said Chancey.
Jourdan also designated an estate gift that will be split evenly among the Begeman Fund for Excellence in Physics, the Begeman Scholarship Fund, and the Jourdan Mentor Scholars Fund.
CHAS UPDATE March 2013
The funniest thing that has happened was finding out that a fellow student had recorded me screaming during a show and then turned it into their ring tone.
After graduation she plans to work for a year to save up some money, and then she would like to move to California to pursue a career as a professional actress. Over the past three years, there have been many influences on her decisions.
I have been very influenced by the teachers who have introduced me to voice and movement for the actor. Susan
Schuld, a visiting professor last year, and Matthew Weedman have opened my eyes to a new level of the theatrical arts.
They both have been and continue to be some of my biggest supporters, and they have pushed me to go further than even I thought I could.
If Jessica had one piece of advice for students, it would be to make friends right away. She struggled her first semester, because she was away from home and didn't have anything to look forward to during the week.
As soon as I got involved, I met some great people in the department, and I was excited to stay and experience as much as I could.
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